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description of the stolen vehicle.  Officers 
saturated the area in an attempt to locate the 
offenders.  The suspect vehicle was spotted 
by the Real Time Crime Center Video/Traffic 
Camera System traveling north at a high rate of 
speed.  Officer McBrayer and Recruit Officer 
Wright-Brown then located the vehicle entering 
a dead end street.  As officers converged, the 
suspects fled on foot.  Officers apprehended 
four juveniles under the age of sixteen. These 
subjects were booked into the Juvenile Detention 
Center for armed robbery with a deadly weapon, 
receiving/transferring a stolen motor vehicle and 
outstanding misdemeanor warrants.

Northeast Area Command...
• On September 1, officers were dispatched to 

a home for a female wishing to report a lost 
credit card and driver’s license.  When officers 
arrived, they noticed the female was highly 
intoxicated and had a child living with her.  The 
child’s father was contacted and he was also 
highly intoxicated.  Both adults had a hard time 
functioning on their own.  The officers had the 
child placed in a safe environment and the adults 
were charged with child endangerment.  

• On September 3, Officers Varela and McClaskey 
were dispatched on a call of a suspicious female 
acting irrational and possibly under the influence 
of liquor or drugs.  The caller advised the female 
was going into the backyard of a residence and 
attempting to enter through the back sliding 
door.  Upon arrival, the back door was found 
opened.  Officers gave announcements at which 
time the female walked down the stairs with 
property belonging to the home owner.  The 
female was taken into custody and charged with 
residential burglary.

• In September, officers and crime prevention 
specialists provided training for the management 
team of a convenience store chain. There were 
approximately 25 managers from throughout 
the city in attendance. The department was 
able to network with the managers and share 
information on various store locations. Each 
manager was given the appropriate crime 
prevention specialist contact for their area. 

• In September, a local Cub Scout group requested 
a tour of the substation and a presentation on 
police work and fingerprinting. Officer Shannon 
showed them the police unit he drives. Crime 
scene specialist Oates showed them how to 
take fingerprints and demonstrated the different 
patterns associated with each individual 
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FIELD SERVICES BUREAU-EAST
Southeast Area Command...
• In September, officers were dispatched to a 

possible auto burglary in progress. Officers 
arrived and detained multiple subjects. The 
subjects’ vehicle contained methamphetamines, 
drug paraphernalia and stolen luggage from the 
airport. Detective Lujan contacted the owners of 
the luggage and they confirmed that their camera 
equipment valued at $100,000 and clothing 
was stolen from the airport on September 1. A 
warrant was obtained for the vehicle, and the 
narcotics and stolen property were recovered.  
One subject was arrested for receiving and 
transferring stolen property and another arrested 
for possession of marijuana.

• On September 6, Officer Hill responded to a 
home invasion call. The offender broke into 
a residence, grabbed a display sword and 
demanded money from the homeowner. The 
offender struck the homeowner in the ear with 
the sword. The homeowner fought back and 
a neighbor called the police. As Officer Hill 
arrived, the homeowner was on top of the 
offender beating him. Officer Hill broke up 
the fight and placed the offender in handcuffs. 
The homeowner had a laceration to the ear 
from the sword but was fine. The offender was 
transported to the hospital due to being under 
the influence of a controlled substance. After 
he was processed at the hospital, the offender 
was placed under arrest for aggravated burglary, 
aggravated battery with a deadly weapon, and 
kidnapping.  

• On September 6, Officer Fisher was dispatched 
to a disturbance call of a female throwing rocks 
at passing vehicles. Officer Fisher detained the 
female and conducted an investigation.  The 
female appeared to be under the influence of 
narcotics or suffering from mental illness.  After 
the investigation, Officer Fisher transported 
the female to the University of New Mexico 
Hospital for a mental health evaluation.

• On September 9, Officer Brito assisted 
detectives in apprehending a subject wanted on 
an outstanding felony warrant and reportedly 
making threats to harm officers. Officers 
apprehended the subject as he pulled into a 
hotel parking lot.  He was booked on the felony 
warrant. 

• On September 9, a caller reported a vehicle 
stolen from her home.  Within three hours, 
police received four different armed robbery 
calls by teenagers in a vehicle matching the 
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fingerprint. They also provided a presentation 
on how to call for help if needed, gun safety and 
making sure not to answer the door to anyone 
they did not know. 

• On September 12, officers were dispatched 
on a suspicious person call. The caller stated 
an unknown subject broke the window to her 
neighbor’s apartment and entered. Officers 
Martin and Barnard caught the subject after a 
short foot chase. The subject was arrested for 
residential burglary.           

Foothills Area Command...
• In September, Detective W. Burton completed 

a prolonged investigation on a suspect. He 
obtained an arrest warrant for 62 felony counts, 
including multiple charges of residential 
burglary, auto burglary, unlawful taking of a 
motor vehicle and white collar crimes.   

• On September 10, Officer B. Warwick was 
dispatched to a vehicle accident. A female was 
inside the vehicle and was transported to the 
hospital due to injuries sustained during the 
accident. Upon further investigation, it was 
found that three subjects were in a nearby 
parking lot with the hood up asking people for 
a jump start. A female arrived in her vehicle 
and offered to help. Once she got out, the three 
subjects pushed her down and attempted to 
steal her vehicle. The victim was able to get up 
and jump back in her vehicle. She fought the 
offenders as they took off causing the vehicle to 
crash.  One offender stayed at the crash location 
and two ran on foot. Two of the three offenders 
were arrested and booked into the Metropolitan 
Detention Center. 

• On September 3, Officer R. White was on 
random patrol when he checked a local motel 
known for stolen vehicles. Officer R. White 
checked several vehicles and found one that was 
stolen. He contacted the owner and the vehicle 
was recovered along with additional evidence 
to include merchandise receipts. The report was 
forwarded to the Auto Theft Unit for follow-up 
investigation.

• On September 12, Officer R. White was 
dispatched to a fight in progress. An anonymous 
witness advised Officer White that a male 
subject was inside a home where the fight 
occurred and the male had a felony warrant. 
Officers contacted all subjects who were then 
searched in police databases and the male 
was found to have a felony warrant for parole 
violation. The offender was located and booked 

into the Metropolitan Detention Center.    
• In September, the Crime Prevention Unit 

provided 76 people “live” crime prevention 
services at presentations.   

FIELD SERVICES BUREAU-WEST
Valley Area Command...
• On September 14, Officers B. Melendrez and 

J. Lee were dispatched to a domestic dispute. 
According to the call, an 11-year-old had called 
911 to advise of a dispute between his mother 
and father where the mother was deemed to 
be the primary aggressor and using narcotics. 
Upon arrival, officers located a female that was 
non-compliant during questioning and tried 
to pretend that she only spoke Spanish. After 
running her information through the National 
Crime Information Center (NCIC), Officer 
Melendrez discovered that she had falsified 
her name but had provided her correct date 
of birth. By using various resources, Officer 
Melendrez discovered the female’s real name. 
He then conducted a secondary check of her 
information through NCIC and discovered that 
she had a nationwide extraditable felony warrant 
for aggravated battery/attempted murder. She 
was then taken into custody and booked on the 
warrant.   

• On September 10, Officers J. Chafin and T.  
Drager were dispatched to a disturbance. As 
they were on the way to the call, an additional 
caller reported shots fired from the party. 
Officer T. Wickens and Sergeant Wheeler 
also proceeded to the address. When Officers 
arrived, approximately 80-100 people, mostly 
juveniles fled on foot and in vehicles. Several 
were stopped and identified. They ranged 
from 14 to 19-years-old. All were extremely 
intoxicated. Officer Chafin interviewed several 
of the juveniles who confirmed they had 
consumed alcohol at this location and that it was 
provided by the homeowner. The homeowner, 
a 20-year-old male, was identified and admitted 
to supplying the alcohol to everyone present. 
He did not realize the age of the majority of 
those in attendance, but took responsibility. He 
was charged with six counts of contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor and booked without 
incident. The parents of juveniles detained were 
notified. The juveniles were released to sober 
rides with parents’ permission. 

• In September, Team 8 was assigned to 
participate in a speed racer tactical operation 
throughout the area command. Officer Drager 
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issued approximately 20 citations during one 
night of enforcement. Officers B. Melendrez and 
M. Laws continued a tactical operation aimed at 
eliminating dangerous street racing during the 
first half of September. In the area of Balloon 
Fiesta Park, officers increased patrol and 
responded to calls for service involving street 
racers. A total of four moving citations were 
issued as a result from the tactical plan.   

• On September 9, Officer Joe Gumble responded 
to a hit and run traffic accident that resulted 
in an injury to a pedestrian.  While in route, 
another call from the Northeast Area Command 
was received indicating that a citizen had a 
vehicle stopped because the driver had just hit a 
pedestrian on a bicycle and dragged the bicycle.  
It was determined that this was the same 
person involved in Officer Gumble’s call. The 
pedestrian had to be transported to the hospital 
due to his injuries. The offender was transported 
and booked for leaving the scene of an accident, 
driving on a revoked license. The driver also had 
two misdemeanor warrants out of Santa Fe. 

• On September 12, officers were dispatched to  
a domestic dispute call. While officers were 
in route, they were advised a male involved in 
the dispute was armed with two kitchen knives 
and the victim was locked in the bathroom with 
her son. When Officers arrived, the victim was 
able to exit the apartment and speak to officers. 
While talking to the victim, officers determined  
the suspect was still in the apartment and had 
several pending felony charges.  Sergeant 
Higdon established a perimeter around the house 
and requested additional units. Officers spotted 
the suspect in the upstairs bedroom and he was 
given verbal commands.  The suspect eventually 
exited the apartment without the knives and he 
was taken into custody without incident.       

• On September 5, Officers Schatzinger and 
Lucero were dispatched to a shoplifting call at 
a local grocery store.  Comments on the call 
advised that upon being confronted by store 
employees, one of the offenders brandished a 
firearm and threatened to shoot if they tried to 
stop him.  Upon arrival, Officer Schatzinger 
spotted a female fitting the description of one 
of the offenders and took her into custody. She 
was not the subject with the firearm, but was in 
possession of the items stolen from the store.

• On September 12, Officer Stuyvesant was 
dispatched to a disturbance call and welfare 
check on a female. During the course of 
the investigation, he made contact with a 

female subject who appeared to be living in 
the residence. The female he made contact 
with appeared to be concealing her identity. 
He detained the female due to her suspicious 
behavior and eventually identified her. She had 
three outstanding domestic violence warrants 
with a $10,000 bond. All three warrants were 
later confirmed through the National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC). The subject was 
arrested and booked into the Metropolitan 
Detention Center (MDC) without incident. 

Southwest Area Command...
• On September 10, Officers Martinez, McCue, 

Higgs and Bartlett were dispatched to an 
aggravated assault call in which shots had been 
fired.  When officers arrived, they contacted 
the victim and formulated a plan to approach 
the offender’s home.  The offender was called 
out of the home and taken into custody without 
incident.  He was later booked into the detention 
center for aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon.  

• On September 10, Officers McCue, Martinez 
and Higgs were dispatched to a domestic 
dispute in which a subject had threatened to stab 
someone with a knife.  When officers arrived, 
they conducted an investigation which resulted 
in an arrest warrant for the offender.  He has 
since been arrested for aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.

• On September 8, Officers Tafoya, Solis and 
Navarro were dispatched to a family fight in 
which the male choked the female caller until 
she lost consciousness.  When officers arrived, 
the male immediately barricaded himself inside 
the apartment and began sending text messages 
to his girlfriend that he intended to shoot it out 
with police.  Officer Tafoya was able to talk 
the male into opening the door and handcuffed 
him.  Officer Tafoya did a great job ending the 
incident peacefully and the male was booked for 
aggravated battery upon a household member.  

• On September 12, Officer F. Baca, S. Apodaca, 
and Recruit Officer D. Dixon were dispatched to  
assist Adult Protective Services with conducting 
a welfare check. Officers arrived and identified 
an elderly female who was bedridden. She 
made statements of being uncared for and 
left in soiled clothing for several days. They 
identified the offender as the son who admitted 
to not changing her because he was mad at her. 
Officers called for rescue, who assessed the 
woman and transported her to the hospital. The 



victim requested to be moved to an assisted 
living facility where she could be safe from 
harm.  The offender was summoned to court for 
neglect and domestic violence charges.    

 
Northwest Area Command...
• In September, Sergeant Norris attended a 

meeting with the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) in a continuing effort to improve 
the working relationship between the mental 
health system and law enforcement.

• In September, Officer K. Lewandowski took a 
call where two juveniles ages one and two were 
walking outside. One child was only wearing a 
towel and the other was in pajamas. The mother 
was found passed out in the home and further 
investigation revealed bruising on the children. 
The mother was charged with child abuse 
without great bodily harm. The Children, Youth, 
and Families Department (CYFD) was notified 
of the incident.

• On September 6, Officer J. Montoya and Recruit 
Officer Nakamura were dispatched to a stolen 
vehicle call. Upon arrival, Officer Montoya 
located the vehicle and was waiting for back 
up when the vehicle left the parking lot. Officer 
Montoya followed the vehicle and initiated a 
traffic stop. The two passengers in the vehicle 
were detained. One of the suspects was in 
possession of a small bag of methamphetamine. 
She also admitted to taking the vehicle and 
said they were driving around the city looking 
for other items to steal. Both females were 
arrested for unlawful taking of a motor vehicle, 
possession of burglary tools, possession of 
controlled substance and conspiracy to commit 
a felony. 

• On September 13, Officers H. Alvidrez, T. 
Barnhill, J. Trujillo, J. Montoya, Recruit Officer 
Nakamura along with Sergeant Hilger were 
dispatched to a vehicle that was reported to be 
car jacked by gunpoint in Rio Rancho earlier in 
the morning. Officers located the vehicle with 
the assistance of air support and attempted to 
pull the vehicle over. The vehicle accelerated 
and tried to elude the police. Officers turned 
off all emergency equipment and went in 
a different direction from the offender. Air 
Support continued to follow the vehicle and 
officers remained a safe distance away while 
following directions from Air Support. The 
vehicle went into Corrales and the Corrales 
Police Department attempted to stop the vehicle. 
Officers from the Northwest Area Command 

did not enter the pursuit, but assisted by setting 
up spike strips. Detective Pitzer deployed his 
spike strip and successfully deflated the front 
passenger tire. The vehicle began to slow down 
and Corrales Police officers stopped the vehicle 
and detained the driver. Rio Rancho detectives 
were dispatched to the location and took over 
the investigation including arresting the subject.

• On September 11, Officer E. Ibarra was 
dispatched to a location that was a red tagged 
structure under the control of the city of 
Albuquerque.  Information was provided and 
confirmed that subjects had entered the structure 
without permission.  It was also verified that 
one subject was still within the structure.  K-9 
officers were called to assist and helped clear the 
residence.  The canine indicated on a confined 
small closet.  Verbal commands were given 
and an array of additional response eliciting 
actions was conducted without success.  The 
Albuquerque Fire Department responded and 
provided a long rack pole to help safely remove 
the stacked clothing.  After removing a few 
layers of clothing, a subject was identified and 
contacted.  The subject surrendered and was 
charged with breaking and entering.         

 
SPECIAL SERVICES BUREAU
APD Academy...
• In  September, the Recruiting and Selection 

Unit received the following: 461 interest 
cards including 357 cadets, 64 public service 
aides (PSAs), 33 laterals and seven military 
certification by waiver.

• The September 9-11 testing consisted of 114 
individuals scheduled to test; 29 attended city 
entrance; 22 attended Saturday testing and 17 
were passed to background.

• The September 23-25 testing consisted of 169 
individuals scheduled to test; 45 attended city 
entrance; 35 attended Saturday testing and 30 
were passed to background.

• In September, 24 cadets were seated for the 
117th Cadet class. 

• In September, the 115th Cadet Class started 
phase II of on-the-job training and with an 
anticipated completion date of October 1, 2016. 
 

Special Operations Division...      
Tactical
• In September, the K-9 Unit responded to 172 

calls for service and were called out 98 times.  
The K-9 Unit conducted 72 building searches 
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and 13 area searches.  The K-9 Unit responded 
to three SWAT activations and one call for 
assistance by other agencies. 

• On September 9, a K-9 Unit was called out in 
reference to an area search for subjects who ran 
from a stolen vehicle.  Upon arrival, K-9 officers 
were assigned to search teams and they located 
the two wanted subjects hiding on top of a 
residence.  The subjects were taken into custody 
without incident.  

• On September 20 and 21, members of the K-9 
Unit attended the Bill Lewis K-9 360 course. 
The course taught students best practices on 
liability, documentation, training, constitutional 
use of force and management. 

• On September 21, the K-9 Unit was called 
out for an area search.  The search was for 
members of a recently documented gang 
who had conducted an armed robbery in the 
Southwest Area Command.  A firearm was used 
in commission of the robbery. Upon arrival, 
K-9 officers were assigned to search teams who 
located the subjects hiding on top of a residence.  
The subjects were taken into custody without 
incident.  

• In September, SWAT conducted two tactical 
operations and assisted the New Mexico 
State Police with two tactical operations.  On 
September 3, SWAT team responded to a call-
out in response to a male subject barricaded and 
wanted for felony aggravated assault charges 
involving a knife.  The male subject was also 
barricaded with his girlfriend who was unable 
to exit.  After all other measures of negotiation 
failed, a gas plan was used to extract the 
occupants from the residence.  Both the male 
subject and female exited the residence and were 
taken into custody.  The apartment was cleared 
for a search warrant.  

• On September 3, SWAT assisted the New 
Mexico State Police SWAT in Tucumcari, NM 
in response to a subject who was wanted for 
committing aggravated battery on a pregnant 
woman causing her to be airlifted to a hospital.  
The subject was barricaded inside his residence 
with other family members, including an invalid 
juvenile male who was bedridden.  After all 
other negotiations failed, SWAT entered the 
residence and took the male subject into custody 
without incident.   

• On September 14, SWAT assisted the New 
Mexico State Police SWAT team in Santa 
Fe with a high risk search warrant involving 
an individual who was suspected of making 

homemade explosive devices.  New Mexico 
State Police detectives maintained surveillance 
of the residence and watched as the occupants 
left the residence.  The occupants were detained 
at an off-site location.  SWAT cleared the 
residence for a search warrant.  

• On September 20, SWAT received training on 
legal concepts of Intent, Means and Opportunity.  
These are legal standards that assist officers 
with making use of force decisions based on the 
Graham v. Connor standards.  The training also 
consisted of scenarios based on a barricaded 
individual inside a residence.  The scenarios 
involved officers utilizing crisis intervention 
training and crisis negotiation training, 
intermediate use of force, less lethal munitions 
and lethal force.  

• In September, the Bomb Squad responded to 
22 call-outs and assisted SWAT with three 
activations in providing robot, rook, and 
explosive breaching support.

• In September, the Bomb Squad trained for 
approximately 34 hours.  Topics included bomb 
disposal and rendering safe pipe bombs.  New 
members of the Bomb Squad attended 16 hours 
of the FBIs National Improvised Explosive 
course.  Members of the bomb squad attended 
training at the FBI office on x-ray interpretation.

• The Bomb Squad trained approximately 65 
hours with explosive detection K-9s on all 
explosive odors at different sites throughout the 
city.

• In September, the Bomb Squad conducted two 
demonstrations.  One was for public safety day 
at Home Depot and the other was a fundraiser 
for Boys and Girls Club at the Albuquerque 
Sunport. 

Office of Emergency Management... (OEM)...
• On September 20, the Mayor and CAO  

organized a ribbon cutting and open house at the 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) attended 
by more than 100 people to recognize the 
remodeling and revitalization of the EOC. 

• In September, OEM received a National Award 
for Disaster Resilience. Albuquerque was among 
only five U.S. cities to receive recognition from 
the White House. Albuquerque was an early 
adopter as it began its Building Resilience with 
Diverse Communities (BRDC) effort in April 
of 2016. Using the motto “Because We Care, 
We Prepare,” the Mayor’s Albuquerque faith 
leaders acted as a champion for the effort. This 
past July over 150 faith leaders attended a forum 
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hosted by the Albuquerque Office of Emergency 
Management, U.S. Homeland Security/FEMA, 
and Mayor Richard J. Berry. 

Open Space...
• On September 11, Open Space officers assisted 

the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) 
with a search for an injured motorcyclist.  
According to BCSO dispatch, a male subject 
had crashed in a ravine.  Officers Candelaria, 
Smith, and Melvin responded and located the 
male subject.  Open Space officers provided 
immediate medical assistance to the male  and 
escorted him to where rescue was located so he 
could be transported to the hospital.  

• On September 17, APD Search and Rescue 
team was requested for a call in the Bosque. The 
caller stated he observed a male subject who was 
down and out.   Open Space officers obtained 
global positioning services (GPS) coordinates 
from the caller and escorted Albuquerque Fire 
Department (AFD) personnel to the location 
of the patient.   An Open Space EMT (Officer 
Martinez) utilized his gear to take vitals of the 
patient, as some of AFD’s medical equipment 
had not yet arrived on scene.   

• On September 25, Open Space officers were 
dispatched to the West Mesa in response to 
an abandoned truck.  Open Space officers 
responded to the area and located the truck 
and learned that it had been reported stolen. 
Officers contacted the victim to advise him of 
the condition and location of his truck. Officers 
met the victim and drove him to the location 
of his recovered truck. While the victim was 
examining his vehicle, he located a cell phone 
that was not his. Officers observed a number on 
the cell phone and made contact with the owner 
of the cell phone.  The owner advised that his 
cell phone had been stolen in an unrelated auto 
burglary.  The cell phone was also returned to 
the owner.    

Horse Mounted Unit (HMU)...  
• On September 2, HMU attended a community 

gathering at the Ladera Nursing Home. There 
were approximately 60 senior citizens in 
attendance. 

• On September 7, HMU attended a demonstration 
at the West Mesa Community Center. There 
were approximately 100 kids in attendance.   

• On September 8-18, HMU provided support to 
the State Police at the 2016 State Fair. The unit 
provided up to seven Mounted police officers 

each day.  
• On September 24, HMU attended the Home 

Depot Youth Public Safety Day. There were 
approximately 1000 citizens in attendance.       

 
Homeland Security...
• In September, Homeland Security officers hosted 

a two day ALICE training at the APD Academy.  
ALICE training is a research-based, proactive 
approach to responding to an active shooter 
situation which authorizes and empowers those 
engaged in such an event to utilize building 
infrastructure, technology and human action to 
increase their chance of survival.  There were a 
total of thirty-two law enforcement and civilian 
students who attended this course and were 
certified. 

• In September, Homeland Security officers met 
with and continued to work with the Army 
National Guard representatives in preparing 
for the Vigilant Guard operation scheduled for 
August 2017.

• In September, Detective Brokaw attended 
the Respiratory Protection Course sponsored 
by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) at the Center for Domestic 
Preparedness.  The course was three days and 
provided essential information and the skills 
required to develop, implement, administer and 
sustain a respiratory protection program that 
fully complies with the laws and regulations 
regarding emergency-response actions.  
Detective Brokaw received his certification as a 
result of his attendance.   

Metro Traffic Division...
• In September, the Traffic Division responded to 

520 calls for service.
• In September, the division issued 2,748 moving 

citations.
• In September, the division wrote 319 reports, 

had 105 driving while intoxicated (DWI) arrests, 
17 felony arrests, 27 misdemeanor arrests/
warrants and issued four felony warrants.

• In September, the division investigated 254 
crashes and 15 hit and run cases.

• In September, the DWI Seizure Unit checked 
in 83 vehicles, returned 33 vehicles, booted 18 
vehicles and removed 12 boots.

• In September, 361 vehicles were on the seizure 
lot.

• In September, 52 vehicles were ready for 
auction. 
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Prisoner Transport Unit (PTU)...
• In September, PTU processed 1,134 prison-

ers through the Prisoner Transport Center. The 
Albuquerque Police Department arrested 844 
prisoners and other outside law enforcement 
agencies arrested 290 prisoners.    

• In September, PTU made 200 trips to the Met-
ropolitan Detention Center and accepted nine 
walk-in prisoners at the Metropolitan Detention 
Center.    

• In September, PTU worked two hospital guard 
duty assignments for a total of 28 days.

• In September, the Public Inebriation Intervention 
Program (PIIP) worked 22 days in the Valley 
and Southeast Area Commands generating 298 
computer-aided dispatch (CAD) calls. 

Metro Court Protection Detail (MCPD)...
• In September, 71 individuals were remanded by 

the court and booked and one was remanded but 
bonded out on site.

• In September, 60 individuals were booked with 
arrest warrants.  An additional 38 were booked 
with arrest warrants but bonded out on site.

• In September, 91 misdemeanors and 24 felony 
warrants were cleared.

• In September, 171 individuals were in police 
custody.

• In August, MCPD had a total of 865 calls for 
service and self-initiated activities. 

INVESTIGATIVE BUREAU
Scientific Evidence Division...
• In September, Field Investigations completed 

1,350 calls for service.
• In September, Field Investigations collected 

1,045 latent fingerprint cards; tagged 615 
evidence items; and tagged 431 photo CDs.   

• In September, the Photo Lab received 354 
requests for service resulting in 10,194 prints 
and 378 discs being produced.

• In September, 630 discs were tagged into the 
Photo Lab as evidence.

• In September, the Evidence, Identification 
and Disposition Unit supported the following 
backgrounds: 58 case dispositions, 29 
employment, 28 firearms, 70 FBI and 38 CODIS 
requests. The unit distributed 68 RAP’s and 
photos, finger printed 18 new APD applicants, 
classified 1,229 fingerprints in AFIS and 
processed 1,231 new and old arrests into APD’s 
criminal history records.   

• In September, the Evidence, Identification 

and Disposition Unit received 9,196 evidence 
items, duplicated 5,815 audio/video recordings 
and supported 15 pretrial viewings. Efforts to 
reduce inventory resulted in 460 items returned 
to owners, 4,690 items disposed of and $588 
received from auction proceeds. The Evidence 
Disposition Team coded 3,181 case disposition 
transactions into evidence history.    

• In September, the New Mexico DNA 
Identification System (NMDIS) received 506 
new convicted offender/arrestee DNA samples 
for a cumulative total of over 113,882 collected.   
485 samples were analyzed, uploaded and 
searched in CODIS with a cumulative total 
of over 106,693 searchable DNA profiles.  As 
a result of these convicted offender/arrestee 
samples, 56 unsolved cases were matched to 
convicted offenders/arrestees and 12 case-to-
case matches were made, with a resulting total 
of 68 investigations being aided.

• In September, the Controlled Substances Unit 
completed 78 drug cases (55 were APD and 23 
were Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office).

• In September, the Latent Fingerprint Unit 
completed 23 APD cases.

• In September, Major Crime Scene Investigations 
had three primary call-outs; four secondary call-
outs; fourteen completed cases; and five pending 
cases 

 
Property Crimes Division...
Auto/NITe Unit ...
• In September, the Auto Theft Unit had 30 cases 

assigned to them; cleared 31 cases; completed 
11 self-initiated felony arrests; completed 21 in-
custody felony arrests; and completed four bait 
car arrests.

• In September, the Auto Theft Unit conducted 59 
free vehicle identification numbers (VIN) etches. 
Detectives at the Auto theft Garage conducted 
58 VIN inspections both to the public as well as 
helping the field officers and other units in the 
identification of VIN altered vehicles.  

• From January 1, 2016 to September 30, 2016, 
the Auto Theft Unit has recovered 262 vehicles 
worth approximately $3,110,400. 

• In September, detectives arrested several repeat 
offenders . One of the offenders was arrested 
four times in September for auto theft related 
offenses. His arrest was as a result of stealing a 
city-owned bait vehicle. During the incident, the 
offender initially entered the vehicle and locked 
himself inside. He then kicked out the driver’s 
window and climbed back out. He re-entered 

Albuquerque Police Department Monthly Report - September 2016

7



the vehicle a short time later and was successful 
in stealing it. As field units and detectives got 
behind the vehicle, it was remotely disabled.  
The offender jumped out of the vehicle’s 
window while the vehicle was still in motion 
and attempted to flee on foot. He was caught 
after a short foot chase. 

• In September, the Auto Theft Unit arrested a 
repeat offender. He was arrested by detectives 
on three other occasions, all involving stolen 
vehicles. The offender had previously stolen a 
bait vehicle. On this incident, he was in a stolen 
vehicle and was caught trying to flee the scene 
on foot after leaving the stolen vehicle in an 
underground parking structure while trying to 
elude Air Support.

Burglary and Organized Crime Unit ...
• In September, Detective Jojola from the 

Organized Crime Unit (OCU) arrested an 
offender who had been involved in numerous 
commercial, residential, and auto burglaries 
throughout Albuquerque. He was known to be 
one of the most active property crime offenders 
in the past two months. In addition, he recently 
began intimidating witnesses from his previous 
cases. The offender returned to the business 
of his previous victims and began destroying 
property with rocks.  He was caught on 
surveillance video which led to his latest arrest 
warrant.   

• In September, Detective D. Moore with OCU 
arrested an offender who had a felony warrant 
and was fencing stolen property at various 
locations. In addition, the offender had been 
absconding from probation by stealing the 
identity of another victim.  The offender had 
several identifications and licenses.

• In September, Detectives D. Moore, and 
V. Santistevan were investigating a recent 
residential burglary which took place at a law 
enforcement officer’s residence. Detectives 
learned of a suspect’s identity and his pawning 
of property at a specific pawn shop. Due to the 
offender’s frequent pawning at this location, 
detectives staged in the area. A short time later, 
the offender returned to the pawn shop with 
additional property that was suspected to be 
stolen.  The offender was taken into custody 
and $4,000 in stolen property was recovered. 
The offender was booked into the Metropolitan 
Detention Center.

• In September, Detective V. Santistevan 
completed her pawn/metal case for a local 
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plumbing company. She completed a warrant 
for the offender after he was identified as the 
suspect.  The offender was arrested on the felony 
warrant in reference to him pawning over $6,000 
worth of tools that were taken in several local 
plumbing company burglaries.  Many of the 
tools were recovered and returned to the victims.

• In September, detectives with OCU led by 
Detective D. Moore, completed a long-term 
investigation involving the dismantling of a 
fencing/racketeering ring affecting a large local 
commercial chain of outlet stores. The losses 
are in excess of $200,000 in merchandise over 
the past six months. Detectives arrested multiple 
offenders in connection to this case. Two of 
the suspects worked at the business where the 
merchandise was embezzled from and sold via 
an online fencing operation.  

Criminal Investigations Division...
• In September, the Homicide Unit responded to 

two call-outs.
• In September, the Armed Robbery Unit 

responded to seven call-outs and cleared 24 
cases. Twenty of these cases were submitted to 
the District Attorney’s Office for prosecution.

• In September, the Sex Crimes Unit responded to 
three sex crime call-outs They also cleared 12 
cases with three of those going to the District 
Attorney’s Office.  

• In September, Family Abuse Stalking/Training 
Team (FASST) had seven new cases assigned to 
them with nine being cleared.

• In September, Detective B. Samora followed up 
with a case involving an elderly male victim. 
The offender called the victim her dad and 
had a long history of violence towards family 
members. Detective Samora ensured the victim 
was able to attend the grand jury hearing  which 
led to an indictment on three felony and four 
misdemeanor charges. 

• In September, Detective Samora assisted a 
victim who had continually been harassed by 
her ex-husband. He assisted the victim with 
obtaining a restraining order, completed a 
summons for the charges and reviewed a safety 
plan.        

• In September, Detective D. Torgrimson traveled 
to Oklahoma to provide detectives with his 
completed case. The offender in the case was 
arrested for the improper disposal of a body and 
homicide charges are pending. 

• In September, Detective R. Lewis opened four 
more homicide cases from the 1990s. He is 

8
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actively working with the FBI’s Behavioral 
Analysis Unit on these cases. 

 
Special Investigations Division (SID)...
• In September, the Central Narcotics Unit served 

four search warrants, recovered two firearms and 
conducted two undercover buy bust operations.

• In September, the Central Narcotics Unit 
was notified of a location in the Southwest 
Area Command which was supplying drugs 
to numerous individuals. Central Narcotics 
Detectives conducted undercover operations 
and were able to purchase heroin. A search 
warrant was served and five felony warrants 
and probation violations, as well as one 
misdemeanor warrant were cleared. The felony 
warrants and probation violations included 
charges of trafficking narcotics, tampering with 
evidence, and bribery of a public official.

• In May 2015, the Central Narcotics Unit 
arrested a subject for selling methamphetamines 
and heroin to an undercover detective. The 
suspect accepted a plea agreement for the 2015 
narcotics case. Central Narcotics continued to 
receive reports that this individual continued 
to sell drugs and expanded his drug dealing 
to a specific area. Detectives observed a high 
volume of foot traffic frequenting these areas. 
Undercover detectives purchased heroin from 
the subject and another female for several 
weeks. Felony arrest warrants were obtained for 
both subject and on September 9, both suspects 
were arrested.  Both subjects had additional 
warrants besides the drug warrants, which were 
cleared. Heroin was also found in the male 
suspect’s vehicle which was sealed for a search 
warrant. 

• In September, the Central Narcotics Unit 
received information that a subject was selling 
large quantities of heroin from his business. 
Undercover detectives were able to purchase 
heroin and obtained a search warrant for the 
business. With the assistance of Southeast Team 
3 officers, a search warrant was served. The 
suspect was arrested after detectives recovered 
trafficking amounts of heroin which the subject 
had flushed down the toilet when detectives 
were making entry. The heroin, trafficking 
paraphernalia, and firearm parts were seized.

• In September, detectives from the Investigative 
Support Unit made two felony arrests, arrested 
eight people for felony warrants,  responded to 
six call-out requests and conducted a combined 
600 hours of surveillance in furtherance of 

ongoing investigations.
• In September, detectives conducted an operation 

to intervene in a planned payroll robbery at 
a local family owned restaurant. With the 
assistance of Armed Robbery detectives, the 
offender was arrested and the robbery was 
prevented.  

• From September 8 - 18, the Gang Unit assisted 
the New Mexico State Police with gang 
identification and enforcement during the New 
Mexico State Fair.  Multiple gang contacts were 
made during this event. 

• On  September 9, the Gang Unit was conducting 
surveillance at a local motel.  The unit had 
received several complaints of gang and 
narcotic activity at a specific hotel room.  While 
conducting surveillance, detectives located 
an occupied stolen vehicle.  A plan was put 
in place and the driver and passengers of the 
vehicle were taken into custody.  The driver 
and passenger were arrested for multiple felony 
warrants.  

• On September 28, the Gang Unit along with the 
Safe Streets Task Force received information 
that a known gang member was in the 
Albuquerque area.  The subject had an active 
felony warrant for his arrest for homicide out of 
California.  Surveillance was established and the 
suspect was taken into custody without incident. 

• On September 13, Air5 was on patrol when 
they were notified of a stolen vehicle.  Air5 
advised dispatch and requested ground units 
for support to stop the vehicle. Air5 performed 
a tactical follow advising the ground units of 
its travel location and direction. When units 
attempted to stop the vehicle it drove off at a 
high rate of speed. The vehicle then drove into 
the city Corrales where the Corrales Police 
Department (CPD) engaged the vehicle in an 
attempt to stop it. At one point, the vehicle 
intentionally went head on with CPD in attempt 
to avoid being stopped. The stolen vehicle 
drove through Corrales and almost into Rio 
Rancho but turned around when the driver saw 
Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office and Rio 
Rancho Police Department units ahead of it. 
The vehicle then turned around and drove back 
into Corrales where it was spiked belted by a 
Northwest impact detective. Shortly after being 
spike belted, the vehicle came to a stop and the 
driver was taken into custody. The vehicle was 
recovered, valued at $5,500.

• On September 9, Air5 was requested to assist 
the Gang Unit who had sight on a stolen truck. 



Albuquerque Police Department Monthly Report - September 2016

10

At the time there were two male individuals 
standing outside the open driver’s door but 
nobody in the driver’s seat. Eventually, one of 
the males got into the driver seat and drove and 
entered a local truck stop. Once the male exited 
the store, Gang Unit detectives took him into 
custody and the other truck’s occupants. The 
stolen truck was recovered and the driver was 
arrested.  
 

Behavioral Health Division... 
Crisis Intervention Unit (CIU)/Crisis Outreach 
and Support Team (COAST) ...
• In September,  CIU/COAST met with the 

Mayor’s office, the Fire Department and 
providers on an initiative to help deal with 
the growing panhandler issue. It is a project 
where  calls for service are mapped to provide 
information on where panhandlers are located. 
A team of COAST civilians, an officer, the Fire 
Department and mental health service providers 
will go to those locations and offer resources. 
The project will be implement in October.

• In September, CIU Detective Matt Tinney 
and Dr. Nils Rosenbaum went to Tacoma 
Washington for the Crisis Intervention 
Training (CIT) regional conference to present 
a class on the APD CIT program and the APD 
CIT knowledge network. We now have law 
enforcement from Washington state  joining 
the network to help create best practices in CIT 
policing.  

• On September 6, Detective M. Tinney provided 
a 1.5-hour class on mental health awareness 
and de-escalation techniques to the managers 
of a convenience store who helped with the 
New Mexico Special Olympics. There were 20 
managers in attendance along with members of 
the Special Olympics organization. 

• On September 14, Detective M. Tinney gave a 
two-hour class on mental health awareness and 
de-escalation techniques to the Albuquerque 
Housing Authority. The class had 44 students 
ranging from maintenance to the supervisors.

• C. Lopez assisted a veteran who had an eviction 
notice and needed $1,403 for past three months 
of rent. He had a full-time and part-time job and 
had spent his money getting loans and fixing his 
20+ year old vehicle. The interest on the loan 
was hurting him financially. Although he tried 
numerous resources, he didn’t have any luck. 
C. Lopez referred him to several local charities. 
The client received $1,800. They all made it 

possible for the client to pay his rent and avoid 
eviction and homelessness. 

• In September, CIU team 1 had been working 
with an individual struggling to maintain 
his apartment. The CIU team had completed 
several home visits hoping to establish him 
with aftercare. He had been fairly resistant to  
talking with the CIU team, however, the last 
home visit caused him to rethink the purpose 
of the CIU team’s home visits. He reluctantly 
agreed to go to the hospital for an evaluation of 
his medications. He continued to say that the 
CIU team was yelling at him, although nobody 
had raised their voice. It appeared the voices he 
was hearing had become increasing bothersome 
to him. He was transported to the hospital and 
admitted.  The goal was to reconnect him with 
services and aftercare that was more stabile for 
him.   

Real Time Crime Center (RTCC)...
• In September, RTCC Bridge deployed four 

video trailers to the New Mexico State Fair to 
assist state police in monitoring parking lots, the 
midway and the main ticket area.       

• In September, members of the Crime Analysis 
Unit attended the International Association 
of Crime Analysis training conference in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  APD’s Crime Analysts 
received tools on how to analyze victimization 
patterns as well as the development of web 
mapping applications to assist with creating real 
time maps. 

• In September, Crime Stoppers took 164 tips of 
which 54 were for the location of outstanding 
fugitives.   

• In September, the Crime Stoppers Unit helped 
host the National Crime Stoppers Conference. 
Crime Stoppers coordinators from across the 
country attended the conference at the Embassy 
Suites. The conference also celebrated Crime 
Stoppers 40th Anniversary. 

• In September, the Bridge assisted in 2,591 
calls.  Of these calls 838 of them were generated 
by detective, dispatchers and field officers 
requesting assistance.

• In September, the RTCC gained access to 
the Crimes Against Children Unit’s Case 
Management System. The Bridge now searches 
the system whenever it encounters a juvenile’s 
name in order to make sure they are not a victim 
of a previous abuse or neglect. Since acquiring 
the system, it has been searched 92 times on 
active calls.



PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY BUREAU
Communications Division...
• In September, the APD Emergency 

Communications Center staff answered 82,431 
incoming calls.   There were 33,770 calls 
answered for 911 and 48,661 calls answered for 
242-COPS.   911 Operators answered 87.09% 
of the 911 calls within 10 seconds (national 
standard is 90%, APD’s standard is 92.0%); 
operators also answered 87.44% of the 242-
COPS calls within 90 seconds (APD’s goal is 
90% answered within 90 seconds).     

• In comparison to last year for September, 911 
call volume decreased by 6.2% and 242-COPS 
call volume increased by 1.4%.  This represents 
an overall decrease of 1.85%. 

• NCIC remodel was completed the first week 
in September including two new ergonomic 
consoles increasing the capacity of NCIC to two 
full time work stations. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 
BUREAU
Planning Division...
• In September, the Planning Manager 

attended the International Association of Law 
Enforcement Planners (IALEP). Mrs. Garcia-
Cunningham was voted in as IALEP Board 
Secretary.

• In September, Planning assisted in the 
presentation for the 2017 GO Bond Program 
Plan for Capital Improvement Projects.

• In September, minor renovations to the Main 
fifth floor break room were completed. 

Central Records Division...
• In September, the Public Information Unit 

received 1,212 requests totaling $7,424.15 
in revenue generated from citizen requests/
registers. 

• In  September, the Report Review Unit 
completed the following:  2,610 Automated 
Reporting System (ARS) transfers, 947 ARS 
supplements, 1,738 National Crime Information 
Center entries, 1,927 accidents, 3,377 officer 
calls and 440 Unified Crime Reports (UCR). 

• In September, Court Services completed the 
following: 91 pretrial hearings scheduled, 
361 arraignments processed, 384 felony cases 
submitted to the District Attorney’s Office and 
418 summonses submitted to the Metropolitan 

Court.
• In September, the False Alarm Reduction Unit 

collected $114,396 in fees and fines for a total 
of $347,929 for the fiscal year.  The unit entered 
669 new accounts and mailed 12,398 pieces of 
correspondence.  There were 1,448 false alarms 
in September which was an increase of 7.2%  
from this same month last year which was 1,385.

• In September, the Telephone Report Unit 
generated 778 original reports and 147 
supplemental reports for a total of 925. This 
resulted in a savings of 2,405 hours of field 
services time and a savings of $37,400. 

• In  September, the Telephone Report Unit 
processed 624 on-line (Cop Logic) reports 
resulting in a savings of 1,622.40 hours of field 
services time and a savings of $24,960.

• In September, the Inspection of Public Records 
(IPRA) received 102 requests, completed 126 
requests, and collected $1,602 in revenue.

• In September, the Inspection of Public Records 
(IPRA) billed 28 IPRA requests for a total of 
$391.50.
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